In their search to illuminate human origins, anthropologists have been joined by poets and novelists. The past provides them with inspiration and subject matter: Homer's Iliad tells of events centuries before the poet's lifetime; Shakespeare dramatizes life among the ancient Romans. In the 20th century, as scientists have applied increasingly sophisticated techniques to the study of ancient bones and stones, novelists, from Jack London in 1906 to Jean Auel whose novels are best-sellers today, have imaginatively explored the beginnings of human consciousness and culture.
Auel's first novel, The Clan of the Cave Bear , tells of a five-year-old CroMagnon girl , orphaned in an earthquake and wounded by a cave lion, who is adopted by a Neandertal "Clan". The child Ayla struggles to adapt to her new society under the tutelage of her foster mother, the clan's medicine woman. As a young teenager, Ayla is expelled from the group, and Auel's second novel, 
Visions of Neandertals
Auel's Neandertals rely on what ohe calls "racial memory" which allows them to recall inherited knowledge rather than learn it anew in each generation.
The term "racial memory" was used previously by Jack London in Before Adam to describe why a "falling-through-space dream" would plague a modern human:
the dream was a recollection of an ancient tree-dwelling ancestor for whom such a fall was an everpresent danger. The "racial memory" concept seems to appeal to novelists as it often accompanies the image of Neandertals as people with extremely limited spoken language.
Such Neandertals appear in Auel's novels and in William Golding' The Inheritors in which the Neandertals sometimes communicate by transmitting mental images to one another. Auel's Neandertals, while storing and recalling knowledge through their racial memories, use a highly developed sign language to supplement their limited range of spoken words.
In Dance of the Tiger , Kurten' Neandertals have an elaborate formal speech but are limited in the range of sounds they can make.
There has been considerable debate about the possible fluency of Neandertal speech, and work in that field remains controversial. As for general motor coordination, however, studies indicate that the Neandertals, while more heavily muscled than modern humans, had the same range of movement. Unfortunately, Jean Auel perpetuates the concept of an awkward moving creature in her insistence that restricted shoulder movement prevented Neandertals from skillfully throwing spears or using slingshots.
Clearly there is a limitation to studying prehistory through fiction. 
